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Abstract

Landscape architecture has played an iwportart vole 1n urban developwent worldwide for wiony yesrs. 1 1s now becowing an even grester
necessity n the burdeoning cilies 1n southeast Asia, where globalization and Free trade are stiwlsting rapid urbsnization.

¢

Tn the past two decades, wany Infrastructurs “weda projects” tntiated by wulti-disciplivary organtzstions have bloowsed in Bangkol and other
big oities in Thailand. These projects have crested ribbon developwent along transportation corvidors, divided the wrban fabric into pieces,
developed on Flood platis and wedlonds, and been lardely responsible for the 1mbslanced ecology of the region. Because wany of these
organizations are orested for o single purpose, land ulilizstion decisions are wade without redard for neighbors, other Mvo[veﬁ organiztions,
or essential needs.

The best exawiple 1n Thatland of this type of developutent 1s, of course, the ation’s capital and principal oity. Bangkol’s registered
populstion Increased frow 1.6 willion 1n 1956 o 5.4 willion In 1986, and was slwosh 8 willion 1n 2006. The urbanized aees of Banghok has
doubled in siz2, due b wnplanned sprawil along wajor roads and canals, which ocours 1na Binger-like pattern. This vesults in ineffictent and
use that wakes it difticult o lay doum systewsatic and Interconnected Infrastruchure networks. The Bangkok Gowprehensive Plan (initially
weitten In Jure 1999 snd upated 1 May A006) 1s tordeted to sccowmmoadste s population of 103 willion by the year A017 aid 11 willl1on by the
year 033, 1t 1s, however, alveady out of date, and the Banghok Metrapolitan Adwinistration (BMA) 1s trying o propose a view plan for the
londer-term fudure.

The voots of the problew are the governwient’s urban developwent policy, the lwited capabiiities of local authorties W requlating effictent
(nd-use, and the lack of coordingtion regarding Infrastructure wanagewtent, land-use, and environwendsl pretection. Ao\&\{\owalllﬁ, there is
poor enforoewent of the oity waster plan, serlous traffic congestion problewms, lacking of sowprehensive waster plan, covroversies awong
shakeholders, nd inoreasingly serious polludion problews that lower residents’ quality of life. As Bangkok and other Asian “Meda cities”
grow aplaly, the question Is whether they oan balanoe developwent and snvironwental proteotion 1nd sustalnable way,
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Landscape Architecture and Urban Developwent

Recent Stustions n Thalland
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I the globalizstion = Cultural landscape and controversies..




Landscape Architects:
acound 300 lavdsoape
arohiects, and 30
Blews reqstered.
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Axis Landscape

Noble Development
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NANTAWAN HOUSE by PL Design
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Resorts
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Resorts

106eg poopn : Ag

vdc : Ag



Prime Nature Villa - Huahin
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Slawm Paragon
shopplng stores
@ CBD
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Urban VVolds and The wonderul proposals
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Poor Visual qw(lt5 : Need an Urban lano\soape acchiteot?
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Source :
A AU Magazine Oct 2008
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A Popular CSR activity :

Mandrove reforestations

~Way 1o go..

Ariya Aruninta (2008) , “Landscape Architecture in Thailand, Series: The State
of the Profession around the World.” Topos Magazine #62, March 2008

17



